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Katica Kulavkova 

(Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts) 

 

Introductory speech at the Conference "Literature and the Bible" 

April 20, 2017, 10 am 

 

 

Dear colleagues, honourable guests 

 

Long ago, after I held the postgraduate course on theory of 
intertextuality at the Faculty of Philology "Blaze Koneski" (Skopje), I planned 
to organize a conference on the biblical intertext in literature, in certain 
novels, short stories, and poetry.  

Moreover, within the research project “Methods of Literary 
Hermeneutics“ (2013-2016), I wanted to dedicate one part to this particular 
question, and –also- my interpretative essay was focused on the biblical myth 
“The Cry of Rachel“ in the poem “Marko's Monastery“ by Blaže Koneski. This 
project formally ended at the end of 2016, but this year there is the print-
release of the collection of texts prepared specially for this project. Because of 
this, I reckon it is the right time to finally organize a conference which will be 
dedicated specifically to the interpretative approaches of the actualization of 
biblical themes and myths in literature. 

The widely set theme "Literature and the Bible" raises a number of 
issues related to contemporary and medieval literature in the world and in 
Macedonia, as well as genre and stylistic/rhetorical procedures in literature, 
whose genesis refers to the Bible.  

We need to remind ourselves that the progress and structure of 
Macedonian medieval literature is inseparable from Christian literary, artistic 
and cultural tradition, from literary centres across Macedonia, as well as the 
Glagolitic Script and the Church-Slavonic language and its Macedonian variant.  

The concept for this scientific conference came from my collaboration 
with the President of the Council of the Balkan Centre for Faith and Culture 
(Skopje) Kosta Milkov PhD, who, independently from my plans, suggested a 
similar scientific conference at which guests from the Oxford University would 
attend. As a result from these two initiatives, the idea for today's scientific 
event was formed, which I believe, will have a much wider cultural 
significance.  

Thanks to the initiative and organization of the Balkan Centre for Faith 
and Culture, there are four guests from Great Britain, professors at Oxford 
University, who participate in this conference. One of them, prof. Simon, is 
the key speaker on the first session of this conference. 
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I am glad to have four professors from the Faculty of Orthodox 
Theology in Skopje actively participating in this conference, as well as their 
Dean Gjoko Gjorgjevski, PhD, who gave full support to this project.  

I would like to thank all the speakers of the conference, dear 
colleagues from the Institute of Macedonian Literature, the Department of 
Comparative Literature at the Faculty of Philology "Blaze Koneski" (Skopje), 
and the Institute of Aesthetics and Philosophy at the Faculty of Philosophy 
(University of Saints Cyril and Methodius – Skopje). 

During the two-day work, papers and presentations related to the 
following aspects of relation between literature and the Bible will be 
submitted:  

 hagiographies in the English tradition of the 15th century,  
 the structure and symbolism of the first Psalm ("Prologue") from the 

Old Testament,  
 the sacred dimension of the literary and biblical discourse,  
 the reconstruction of Jesus' miracles in the novels of Borislav Pekić, 
 mythopoeic of the Bible and literature,  
 biblical genres and motives in modern Macedonian poetry,  
 the motive of the sacrificed lamb in religious myths, ritual and biblical 

narratives in literature,  
 Orthodox asceticism and female Eros,  
 the Biblical myth of Genesis (creation),  
 cosmology of Maximus the Confessor,  
 psalms and prayers of the medieval “The Desert Fathers” literature,  
 the female principle in the Bible and in the narrative corpus of medieval 

literature,  
 the topos of maternal suffering in the Bible and in the medieval 

frescoes in the modern poetry,  
 the Old Testament and ‘Telemachy’ of James Joyce,  
 Rowan Williams's understanding of the Bible and literature, and more. 

 

I hope to have fruitful discussions on all exposed sections, and I also 
hope that the articles will be published in an appropriate publication from this 
symposium.  

To the guests from Oxford, I wish you a very pleasant stay in the 
Republic of Macedonia.   

 

 

  


