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BIOGRAPHY OF ACAD. MOMIR H. POLENAKOVIC
Date of Birth:


April 26, 1939 

Place of Birth:


Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Nationality: 


Macedonian

Titles:
- Member of the Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts (MASA) and its Vice President in the period 2004 - 2007 

- Honorary President of the Macedonian Society of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs 

- Honorary President of the Macedonian Association of Medical editors

- Retired Professor at the Medical Faculty in Skopje

(Internal Medicine - Nephrology)

EDUCATION:

1953 - 1957


Gymnasium (Skopje)
1957 - 1963


Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje
1961  

Student fellowship at the University of Berlin, Medical Faculty, Moabit Hospital, Berlin (2 months)

EMPLOYMENT AND PROFESSIONAL CAREER:

1964-1965

Institute of Pharmacology at the Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje

1965-1969

Specialization in Internal Medicine, Department of Medicine, Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius ", Skopje

1965-1975

Department of Medicine, Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius ", Skopje

1969

Specialist exam in internal medicine (title: specialist of internal medicine)
1971
Specialization in Belgrade in the field of dialysis at the Military Medical Academy (1 month) and the Institute of Kidney Diseases, Medical Faculty - Belgrade (1 month); Genetics at the Institute of Biological Research, Medical Faculty - Belgrade (1 month)
1972-1973
IREX Fellowship, Medical Faculty, Northwestern University, Department of Medicine-Nephrology and Pathology,  (1 year improvement in the field of nephropathology), Chicago-USA; specialization in the field of nephroimmunopathology at the Scripps Clinic, La Jolla, San Diego (1 month) and the Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA (1 month)
1975-2005 
Department of Nephrology, Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje; Head of the Laboratory for Nephroimmunopathology at the Department of Nephrology, Faculty of Medicine, University "St. Cyril and Methodius ", Skopje
1977 
PhD. On the subject “Clinical and immunological evaluation of pathological events in renal glomeruli”, University "St. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje, (title: doctor of medical sciences)
1977 

Specialization at the Department of Nephrology, Guy’s Hospital, London, UK (2 months)
1977 

Assistant Professor at the Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje
1982-1984
Vice Dean of Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje 
1982-1990 
Member of the collegial executive body (co-director) at the Department of Nephrology, Medical Faculty "St. Cyril and Methodius ", Skopje 
1983 
WHO scholarship holder, specialization at the departments of Nephrology at the Medical Faculties of Universities in Stockholm (1 month), Munich (1 month) and London (1 month)
1983 
Associate Professor at the Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius", Skopje
1988 
Full Professor of internal medicine, Medical Faculty, Skopje
1990-1997 
Director of the Department of Nephrology, Medical Faculty, University "St. Cyril and Methodius ", Skopje
1991-1992
Fulbright Visiting Professor in USA, Chicago, Northwestern University Medical Faculty, Department of Pathology and Medicine, research in the field of nephroimmunopathology. During his stay, he held lectures at several universities in the United States
1999
Visiting Professor, Royal Society, London, University of Cambridge School of Clinical Medicine, Addenbrooke Hospital – Department of Nephrology and Immunology (3 months)
1999-2000
Visiting Professor, Medical Faculty in Aachen, fellow of DAAD (4 months)
2011-2017
Head of the Research Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology “Georgi Efremov” of the Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Skopje

CURRENT RESEARCH INTEREST:
Glomerulonephritis, Tubulointerstitial Disease (Balkan endemic nephropathy), diabetic nephropathy, polycystic kidney disease, chronic renal failure, dialysis, plasmapheresis, kidney transplantation.

HONORS, AWARDS AND SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS:
1963


The best student of the year at the Medical Faculty
1970 

Secretary of the Nephrology Association of the Macedonian Medical Association
1977
Member of the International Society of Nephrology-ISN
1984
Member of the European Renal Association (ERA/EDTA)
1984-1986
President-Macedonian Medical Association
1985-1989
President of the Yugoslav Society of Nephrology
1988
The highest award of the Macedonian Medical Association Dr. Trifun Panovski Charter
1989-1991
Council Member of EDTA/ERA (ex-officio)
1990
pres. Member of the European Society for Artificial Organs
1992-1996
President of the Macedonian Society for Basic, Clinical Immunology and Allergology
1992-2011
President - Macedonian Society of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs (MSNDTAO)
1993
founder of the BANTAO Association (Balkan Cities Association of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs)
1993-2003
Key-man of Commission for Acute renal failure of International Society of Nephrology
1994
pres. Member of the Serbian Academy of Science and Arts
1995
Honorary Member of “Bubreg = Kidney” Foundation, Varna, R. Bulgaria
1995
Honorary Member of the Bulgarian Society of Nephrology
1995
President of the Macedonian-American Association for Friendship Macedonia, Skopje
1996
Honorary Member of the Academic Association of Medical Interdisciplinary Studies, Romania
1996-2004
Governor, European Society for Artificial Organs (ESAO)
1997-1999 
President BANTAO
1997
Member of the Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts
Secretary of the Department of Medical Sciences of the Academy in the period 2002-2004 

Vice President of the Academy in the period 2004-2007

1997
Recipient of the Distinguished International Medal for 1997 of the National Kidney Foundation (USA), highest honor granted by the NKF to non-United States nephrologists for distinguished scientific achievements in nephrology and for outstanding public service to their renal community.
1998
Member - Honoris Causa Academiae Medicine Societatis Medicorum Serbiae
2001
Honorary Distinction for pioneering work and efforts in establishing BANTAO (Balkan Cities Association of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs), 5th Congress, BANTAO, Sept. 30 - Oct. 3, 2001, Thessaloniki-Hellas. 6th Congress, Bantao 2003, Octob., Varna, Bulgaria.
2002
Member - Academia Scientiarum Medicarum Croatica
2002
Member - New York Academy of Sciences, NY, USA
2003
Member - Alpha Omega Alpha - Honor Medical Society, USA
2005
Award 13 November of the City of Skopje for special achievements in health care in the field of nephrology
2005-2007 
President BANTAO
2006 
Member - World Academy of Art and Science, Napa, CA, USA
2006
Member- European Academy of Sciences and Arts (Academia Scientiarum et Artium Europaea), Salzburg, Austria
2007
Member- LEIBNIZ-Sozietat der Wissenshaften zu Berlin E.V.
2008
Silver medal from 1st rank Table medal, Macedonian Orthodox Church
2009
11 October Award for the lifetime achievement of the Republic of Macedonia
2011
Honorary President - Macedonian Society of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs
2011-2019
President of the Ethical Committee for Medicine, Stomatology and Pharmacy of the Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts
2012
Recognition for the establishment and 20-year management of the MSNDTAO
2013
First ISN Pioneer Award for East and Central Europe Region
2014
First President of the Macedonian Association of Medical Editors
MEMBER AND EDITOR OF EDITORIAL BOARDS:
Editor in Chief: 
Contributions. Section of Medical Sciences (MASA) - since 2002
Honorary Editor
in chief:
BANTAO Journal, Skopje: Balkan Cities Association of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs
Memebr of 

Editorial Board:
Актуална Нефрология = Actual Nephrology, Варна: Фондация Бъбрек : Стено, България
Actuality v Nefrologii : časopis pro klinickou nefrologii a metody nahrady funkce ledvin, Praha: Tigis, Česká Republika

Medical Data : medical review = medicinska revija, Zemun: Mostart, Serbia

Facta Universitatis. Series, Medicine and Biology, Niš: University of Niš, Faculty of Medicine, Serbia

Acta Medica Croatica : glasilo Akademije medicinskih znanosti Hrvatske = Journal of the Academy of Medical Sciences of Croatia, Zagreb: Akademija medicinskih znanosti Hrvatske
Former member of 

Editorial Board: 

Macedonian Medical Review, Skopje: Macedonian Medical Association 
Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation (NDT), journal of ERA/EDTA
JAMA (Journal of American Medical Association), USA (Yugoslav edition)
INTERNATIONAL JOINT COLLABORATIONS:
· Department of Nephrology, Rostock-Germany,

· Department of Nephrology, Antwerpen-Belgium,

· Department of Nephrology, Freie Universitaet -Berlin

· Department of Medicine, Nephrology and Infectious Disease -Northwestern University Chicago 

and Wright State University -Dayton, USA
· International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Trieste, Italy

· Columbia University, New York, USA

INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS:
1. CONTROLLED CLINICAL STUDY ON THE INFLUENCE OF SUBCUTANEOUS rh-EPO THERAPY ON MORBIDITY AND ITS CLINICAL TOLERANCE IN HEMODIALYSED PATIENTS WITH END-STGE RENAL DISEASE (ESRD)-MF 4135, Boehringer Mannheim GmbH, Germany; Clinics of Czechoslovakia, Poland, USSR, Hungary, Bulgaria, Germany and Skopje-R. Macedonia (Yugoslavia).

2. CONTROLLED CLINICAL STUDY ON EFFICACY AND SAFETY OF DIALYSIS WITH A CUPROPHAN MEMBRANE IN COMPARISON TO A PMMA (poly-methyl -metha-acrylate-membrane), AKZO-NOBEL-FASER, AG Business Unit Membrana, Wuppertal, Germany. Participants: Clinics of Nephrology from FR Germany, Poland, Belgium and R. Macedonia.

3. EUROPEAN MULTICENTER COLLABORATIVE STUDY OF ANALGESIC NEPHROPATHY- ANALGESIC NEPHROPATHY NETWORK EUROPE. The coordinating center is the Department of Nephrology-Hypertension, University of Antwerp, Belgium.

4.COLLABORATIVE STUDY ON RENAL OSTEODYSTROPHY. Department of Nephrology, Clinical Centre, Skopje, Department of Nephrology-Hypertension, University of Antwerp, Belgium.

5. GENETIC SCREENING FOR MUTATIONS IN GH1 AND GHRHR IN A COHORT OF PATIENTS WITH ISOLATED GROWTH HORMONE DEFICIENCY (IGHD); ELUCIDATING THE GENETIC CAUSE(S) FOR A DISTINCT ASSOCIATION OF IGHD AND MYOPATHY. International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Trieste, Italy.

6. UROEPITHELIAL TUMORS, ASSOCIATED WITH BALKAN ENDEMIC NEPHROPATHY – SPECIFIC AND COMMON MOLECULAR PATHWAYS. Swiss National Science Foundation.

7. BUILDING SCHIZOPHRENIA RESEARCH IN MACEDONIA, Columbia University, NY, USA

NATIONAL PROJECTS:
· Protein metabolic structures in the evaluation of immunologically conditioned pathological conditions of the kidneys and renal insufficiency, Community for Scientific Activities, Skopje

· Investigations of the clinical-immunological characteristics and the course of chronic glomerulonephritis and chronic pyelonephritis

· Renal tubulointerstitial changes in multisystem diseases with or without prior therapy

· Diabetic nephropathy - Early diagnosis and treatment options in early stages of the disease, including dialysis patients, Clinic of Nephrology, Skopje in cooperation with the Institute of Clinical Biochemistry, Skopje; Institute for Nephrology and Dialysis, Struga; Medical Center, Gevgelija and Medical Center, Ohrid

PROJECTS WITHIN THE MACEDONIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND ARTS:
· Molecular epidemiology of hepatitis C and hepatitis B virus infection in the Republic of Macedonia, 1998-2000

· Renal complication of diabetes in the Republic of Macedonia, 2001-2003

· Antimicrobial and antibiotic activity of antibiotics, 1999-2002

· Association of HLA DRB1 allele with chronic hepatitis C infection with renal insufficiency, 2003-2005

· Tubulointerstitial changes in nephropathy - nephritis (clinical and morphological investigations), 2004-2007

· Incidence and clinical course of the IgA nephropathy in the Republic of Macedonia, 2006-2009

· Register of renal biopsies in the Republic of Macedonia, 2008-2010

· Detection of biomarkers in prostate cancer using 2-D DIGE / MS / MS technology, 2011-2016
· Balkan Endemic Nephropathy, 2014-2016 (with BAS and SASA)

· Ethiopathogenetic studies of endemic nephropathy, 2016-2017 (with BAS and SASA)

SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS:
· 558 papers (213 of them on the PubMed - NCBI, U.S. National Library of Medicine)
INVITATIONS FOR LECTURES AT UNIVERSITIES AND CONGRESSES:
Lon​don, 1977 and 1983; Lei​den, 1989; Bel​grade, 1982, 1983, 2007, 2014; Zag​reb, 1983, 2013; Ljublja​na, 1985; Chicago, 1992; Huston, 1992; Los Angeles, 1992, Washington, 1992; Charleston, 1992; Dayton, 1995; Bo​lo​gna, 1997; Izmir, 1999; Aachen, 1999; Thessaloniki, 2001; So​fia, 2004; Berlin 2005; Split, 2006; Opatija, 2006, 2015; Kishinev, 2007; Belgrade, 2007; Brac, 2008; Brioni, 2008; Ljubljana, 2008; Milano, 2009; Sarajevo 2011; Nis 2013; Timisoara 2013; Ankara, 2014; Milan, 2014; Nish, 2014; Rostock, 2015; Vienna, 2016; Barcelona, 2016; Budapest 2016; Kosice, 2017; 

